[image: image1..pict]AS Geography: Cold Environments Case Study


1002 Lands, Alaska, USA
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North Coast of Alaska, USA. The nearest town is Prudhoe Bay. The National Park it is part of occupies 19 million acres.

 Whilst it takes up 2000 of those on its North West border.
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It is a place fought over by the oil companies and the federal authorities of the national wildlife reserve. This is because oil has been discovered in 1002 lands and with a high demand for crude oil the oil companies want to start drilling in it. The national wildlife reserve wants to keep the lands protected because it has high importance as a wildlife habitat. It is especially important for the Porcupine Caribou deer herd that lives in North America immigrating to the 1002 lands from Canada to give mate. This controversy has been going on since 1977 and both the Republicans and Democrats have used it as a political device. 

It has been reported that between 5.7–16 billion barrels of oil could be recovered, in 1998. This however dropped in 2010 to 869 million barrels. The reason for the drop was because natural gas reserves were mistaken as crude oil. 

[image: image4.jpg]


President Barack Obama doesn’t support drilling with the reason being that not enough oil is there to overthrow the natural implications. This is supported by the view that the 2000 acre 1002 area wouldn’t be only affected. Support buildings, airports roads would take up a prospective 640’000 acres. Neighbouring Canada also apposes the drilling as it upsets the joint reserve over the border in Canada upsetting their ecosystem too.

The native Gwich’in and Inupiat tribes live in the 1002 lands. They would be affected by the drilling in positive and negative lights. The positives are that they would receive higher grants and better quality of living with the moving in of the drilling companies. Negatively though it would affect their way of living removing the Gwich’in’s primary sustenance and go against their views of sustainable development which they don’t view to be the main views of most oil companies. In 2006 a village in North Alaska sued Shell for being disrespectful of the local communities.

The main wildlife focus is on the Porcupine Caribou Herd. They are the main sustenance for the Gwich’in and Inupiat people who traditionally built their communites on the herds migration pattern. The herds migration pattern is the longest of any land mammal being 1’500 miles between their winter grounds in Canada and their calving grounds on the1002 lands - the flat land perfect to see oncoming attacks from predators like wolves. It is the common view that drilling on the 1002 lands would disturb he caribou causing them to decrease in number.
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