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AS Geography: Bangladeshi Floods, Case Study



Fact-file

· Three Major Rivers entering Bangladesh – Ganges, Brahmaputra and Meghna

· On the Ganges Delta feeding onto Bay of Bengal

· 75% of land is less than 10 metres above sea level

· 80% is a flood plain

· Monsoon Season during June-September due to relief rainfall

· 18% of country flooded annually

· Seriously Floods every decade

· Floods deposit nutrient filled sediment

1998 Floods

Causes

· Deforestation decreased lag-time and increased discharge

· Extended monsoon season

Effects

· 2/3rds of the country flooded 

· 300’000 houses destroyed

· 9700km of roads destroyed

· 1000 died either from drowning or cholera/typhoid

· 135’000 cattle and 700’000 hectares of agriculture land lost

