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AS Geography: River Management, Ganges River Water Use Case Study
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Fact-file

· Source in the Himalayas 

· Runs through India and into Bangladesh entering the sea in one of the biggest deltas

· Travels over 2500km

· 250 million inhabit the drainage basin

· Travels through Calcutta, Kanpur and Varansai

Water Uses

· Irrigation – Used to cultivate India’s rice fields

· Domestic Use – Drinking water and sewerage

· Industrial Use – Large Concentration of industry

· Religious Practises – Disposal of dead bodies

· Travel – Overcrowded boats using polluting gas engines are common place

Results

· Water quality is low

· Worsened by fertilisers and increased urbanisation

· The dry season exaggerates the problem due to lack of water concentrating toxic waste
Problems

· The open sewage cities in India and Bangladesh have an increase in water borne diseases
· Schistosomiasis
· Hepitatis A
· Gastro-enteritis
· During Wet season the water table increases so no sewage isn’t dumped out of the water table
